November 20, 1977 


CEARETIAN, MISS LONARTES 
DUES" WESTCHESTER PE 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA SOOIS9 


PROVINCIAL OFFICE TELEPHONE REPUBLIC I-9329 IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO: 
I, Fr. Aloysius Ellacuria, C.M.F., resident at the Claretian Provincial House, 
1119 Westchester Place, Los Angeles, California, U.S.A., declare the following 
about the transactions for the purchase of the House of Azinheira: 

I was sick in bed at the time of the transactions for the purchase of 

the Casa da Azinheira, I sent Langford, Carpenter and Bessey, I told them 
to act according to the law and in front of a lawyer. It happened that 
Joseph Langford was my Vicar. He had experience with the Benedictine Order 
in Oceanside, and I thought with all that experience, he was the one 

to appoint. He visited me more than theyothers from the house where they 
were living. The house in which I. was living was the House of Azinheira, 

I wanted definitely that they, Langford, Carpenter, and Bessey would purchase 
the house legally andein front of a lawyer and according to the law. This 
was on January 27, 1972. When Langford (my Vicar), Carpenter, and Bessey 

came back from the’transactions, and I found out they didn't to it the 

way I told them, I was very disappointed. So much so that I took supper 

with the two sisters of Azinheira where I was living, without speaking at 
all because I was so offended and contradicted because of their treachery. 

It was these sisters, especially Mrs. Ventura, who was opposed to transacting 
this business in front of a lawyer. Mrs. Ventura was greatly angered because 
we didn't trust the family. 

Langford, the director of the three, did not fulfill what I had said 


and went positively against all my directives -~ as Charles Carpenter can confirm. 
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Carpenter, timid as he was, did not say anything during the transaction, though 
he knew I told them to do everything according to the law and in front of 

a lawyer. Bessey did something. He followed Mrs. Ventura against her 

wishes to Leiriaand forced from this family a document. 

After January 27, 1972 Langford continued to become extremely friendly with 

the people at the Azinheira House. Langfordedeliberately told them things 
which should have remained within the religious community. Langford even 

told these people of Azinheira how much’ money we had in the bank, Then, 

in early March, 1972 Langford asked me to lend Dr. Ventura and his wife 
$13,000.00 (Dollars) which was %the)total sum of our savings in the bank. 
Langford said that if the Doctor didn't get the $13,000 (Dollars), he would 

be taken to prison,” I replied to Langford, "What a horrible thing to ask 

me, You want méto give $13,000.00 (Dollars) to Dr. Ventura’s wife, all 

the money we have, while our boys die of hunger!" After I refused to loan 

the $13,000 (Dollars) to the Venturas, Dr. Ventura did not go to prison, 

It was a big lie! You can see from this the nobility of the family, and 

by this I mean the contrary. It was Mrs. Ventura with her enticements who pursuaded 
Langford to ask for the $13,000.00 (Dollars). 

After refusing to lend the family the $13,000.00 (Dollars) Dr. Ventura came 
demanding an ultimatum. If we did not pay the remainder of the purchase price 
by the end of 1972 he wanted us to pay exorbitant amounts of interest per month 


on the unpaid balance, If we did not agree to his ultimatum he said we would 
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lose the house and the down payment too. He wanted to know our decision 
the following morning, March 13, 1972. 

On the following morning I told Dr. Ventura we could not conform to his 
demands, Then I told him that he was definitely wrongsebefore God to 

do this and to be such a usurer, and God will punish him. Dr. Ventura 
didn't answer my reply, and ever since the family has refused to return 

the $405.000$00, 

In all of this Langford went overboard for the family, He deliberately 

told the family things which should jhave*’remained in the coummunity, He 
took liberties with the family, without my permission, including driving 
their car. 

Later when he returned to America because he said he was sick, Langford 
told Fr. Nylund he intended to reform the order when he returned, Langford 
was my Vicar and the director of all three. He did not fulfill my:directives 
when I told him to act according to the law and in front of a lawyer. 

It was for these reason that the three priests, Fr. Nylund, Fr. Breault, 
and myself signed the letter of dismissal on May 10, 1972 (a copy of which 
is attached), After his dismissal Langford reacted with every calumny: 
against me, aaa he deceived many people in San Diego, California where he 
stated he was apy following my orders, In this he is a liar, which 
confirms the results of his psychological test which he took before entering 
the congregation, That test states that Langford deliberately falsified 


the test (ac of which is a . SL ; pl ice. 
test (a copy of which is attached) fi Ye Ctl pcre a LME 
THE CONGREGATION OF SONS OF THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY O THE WESTERN PROVINCE, INC. 


MAP 770293 


November 20, 1977 


(page 4) 


CLARETIAN MISSIONARIES 
1s WESTCHESTER PL, 


LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 900!9 
PROVINCIAL OFFICE TELEPHONE REPuestic 79329 IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO: 


In all of this Langford went completely against my directives. He is 

openly a very dishonest young man, although always appearing very innocent, 

He and his mother have invented every vicious calumny against me, this 

in reaction to the letter of dismissal, This is the ways Langford reacted, 

a man to whom I gave $1900.00 (Dollars) to pay his debts to the Benedictines 
so he could begin his career under me, And he refused to return this money. 

I consider all of this illegal concerning the Azinheira house. There was 

no contract, Nothing was written before-hand or signed between the two 
parties. By the way Dr. Ventura acted, EŒ told him "You can get away with 

this on earth, but not with God" \And since the millionaire promised by 
Langford was not comingy=swe could not conform to his ultimatum. We never 

met together with anyelawyer or any legal authority to make these transactions, 
I saw in this awful greediness, great avarice and supreme injustice in the 
Azinheira family, ‘though I am praying with all my compassion for the salvation 
of their immortal souls, because the avaricious shall not enter into 


the kingdom of heaven as our Lord Jesus Christ says expressly in the 


Holy Gospel. 


Subscribed and sworn to 
C.F before me on Nov, 20, 1977 


Se eTCOMM4 
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Fr. Aloysius pllacuria, C.M.F, 


1119 Westchester Place 


Los Angeles, CA 90019 
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